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The curriculum adopts the three-cycle system of Bachelor, Master and Doctorate as defined by the 
Bologna process. 

• the first cycle consists of three years of studies (180 ECTS) after which the student is 
awarded the first academic degree, the Bachelor’s Degree;  

• the second cycle consists of two years of studies (120 ECTS) after which the student is 
awarded the second academic degree, called Licence or Master’s Degree,  

• the third cycle consists of at least two years of studies, after which the student is awarded 
the third academic degree, the Doctorate. 
 

 
A. The First Cycle 
 
 
ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS 
 

• The passing of an entrance exam laid down by the regulations of the FSC 

• A curriculum of study in the field of philosophy and theology  
The curriculum in the Sciences of Social  Communication, with specialization in Pastoral 
Communication is offered to candidates who have already completed one of the following 
studies:  
- the entire Seminary cycle of philosophy and theology  
- the Bachelor’s in Theology  
- the Master’s  or Licence  in Religious Studies, obtained at a Higher Institute of 

Religious Studies 
 

• The knowledge of Italian  
To realise the project only those able to understand and speak Italian correctly and fluently 
may apply. The level demanded is B2. As for the relative exams the Faculty plans to provide 
clear guidelines in collaboration with the practice adopted by the UPS. 

 
PROFIL E 

The characteristics of the curriculum are such that only those students are accepted who have 
already matured knowledge, skills and competencies in the fields of philosophy, theology and 



pastoral care due to their entire sacerdotal formation cycle or due to their possession of the 
Bachelor of Philosophy and Theology or Masters in Religious Studies at a Higher Institute of 
Religious Sciences. The curriculum aims to enable these persons acquire knowledge, skills and 
competencies in the specific context of the pastoral communication ministry. In particular, it trains: 

• Formators who are able to apply their knowledge in philosophy and theology contexts to 
the processes of interpersonal, social and religious communication, with particular attention 
to the world of young people and working classes.  

• Professionals who are able to gather, interpret and disseminate data and useful information 
on the life of the local, civil and religious community as collaborators of offices that 
manage information and public relations. 

• Contributors of publishing initiatives (magazines, books, media ...), of broadcasting and 
radio and television production, of centres of web production. 

• Animators of communication and of culture, able to collaborate in the planning of the overall 
pastoral action and of the pastoral care of communication in a diocese or religious institution. 

 

 
 

COMPETENCES 

The preparation for the role of religious communication professionals in the fields of formation, 
information, production and management requires the acquisition of basic specialized knowledge in 
different sectors and of skills in the context of social communication and the active use of related 
languages (image, sound, video, multimedia, web, etc.).  
A particular effort is dedicated to enhancing the acquired skills and knowledge in philosophy, 
theology and pastoral care, to understand and interpret the culture of the different contexts of 
origin, with special attention to young people and agencies that deal with them within the Church 
(schools, youth centres, clubs, etc...) 
 
 
 
CURRICULUM   STRUCTURE 
 

The organization of studies provides as a condition of admission to the Bachelor’s  Degree in the 
Sciences of Social Communication with specialization in Pastoral Communication, a first area of 
knowledge, skills and competencies in the fields of philosophy, theology and pastoral care acquired by 
the priests during the period of their formation, and laity and religious in their period of theological 
training (see the admission requirements).  

This preparation, that requires not less than four years of a higher level study, is considered 
an essential part of the formative project in Pastoral Communication and is assessed at 108 
ECTS of the Bachelor cycle. In this way the student is admitted to the third year of 
Bachelor’s degree  while completing the remaining 72 ECTS, 12 of which will be 
implemented in the form of a residential course. 

Of particular importance is the annual seminar, which prepares the final exercise. This comprises 
some thirty pages and can be written in the following languages: Italian, English, French, Spanish, 
Portuguese. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES DISTRIBUTION  
 

The programme of studies for the 180 ECTS is organized as follows:  
1. Basic courses and special activities in the areas of Philosophy, Theology, Pastoral  
    work done before the enrolment in Pastoral Communication: 108 ECTS. 
 
2. Basic educational activities: 34 ECTS 

CA0210    Introduction to Sciences of Social Communication (5 ECTS)  
CA0320    Social Theories of Communication I (5 ECTS)  
CA0411    Sociology of Cultural and Communicative Processes I (5 ECTS)  
CA0221    Psychology of Communication (5 ECTS)  
CA0110    History of Communication (5 ECTS)  
CA1212    Political Economy (5 ECTS)  
CA1217    Theories and Techniques of Advertising (4 ECTS) 

 

3. Core educational activities: 17 ECTS 
CA0510    Journalism 1 (5 ECTS)  
CA0713    Theories and Techniques of Sound (4 ECTS)  
CA0714    Theories and Techniques of Image (4 ECTS)  
CA0817    Theories and Techniques of Internet Communication (4 ECTS) 

 
4. Activities related to seminar and the final exam: 9 ECTS 

CA0044  Seminar of  the I Cycle (3 ECTS)  
Final Exam: Dissertation (6 ECTS) 

 
5. Additional activities (residential course): 12 ECTS 

CA0914   Theories and Techniques of Radio Language (5 ECTS) (Summer Course) 
CA1014   Theories and Techniques of Television Language (5 ECTS) 
CA1116   Drama and Ritual Communication (2 ECTS)   

 
 
6. English  

The Faculty considers the English Language indispensable for those who work in 
communication, at least at the level of comprehension of written text; it is necessary therefore 
that all its students have a knowledge that helps them to use English bibliography. In order to 
reach this goal two courses will be held: English I and English II 
 

At the moment of registration in the Faculty all students, except those whose mother tongue is 
English – will have to do an exam on the basis of which:  

- they are either exempted from further study if they already posses the level required by 
the Faculty;  

- or they are admitted in one of the two courses of progressive levels proposed by the 
Faculty so that they may acquire the functional use of the language. 

 

The student who takes part in the Pastoral Communication curriculum should attend the courses 
and complete the related exams in the third year of the Bachelor’s course or in the biennium of 
the Master’s course.   

 
7. Computer Skills  
 

At the beginning of the academic year the student will have to be evaluated on his/her computer 
skills. In particular, a good working knowledge of a word processing programme is necessary 
(Word of Office or Writer of Open Office). If the student does not reach the desired level, he/she 
will have to attend a crash course organized by the Faculty. 



B. Second Cycle: 
 
ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS 
 

The Bachelor’s degree in Sciences of Social  Communication, with specialization in Pastoral 
Communication. 

 
PROFILE 
 

The curriculum of the Licence, or Masters of the Sciences of Social Communication, with 
specialization in Pastoral Communication aims at deepening and broadening the knowledge, 
skills and expertise promoted in the three-year  Bachelor Degree. Members bring to fruition 
their status as:  

 

• Teachers1 and formators who have explored the richness of the Gospel message with the 
tools of philosophy and theology and the languages of art and contemporary culture: They 
can promote the quality of religious communication in increasingly large contexts and give 
rise to initiatives that support the critical use and active participation by individuals and 
groups (from traditional media to social networks), and request the responsibility of 
professionals (journalists, writers, directors , programmers, authorities). 

 

• Those in-charge of communication and public relations of dioceses or religious bodies 
(diocesan office of communications, a spokesperson for Church bodies, effective partners 
with professionals in the media ....) directors and coordinators of publishing initiatives 
(radio, tv, web, newspapers and periodicals, books ...) and communicators: These are in a 
position to directly use in collaboration with others all languages and tools available in the 
various social contexts, from the traditional to preserve the richness of a culture, to the most 
innovative to help forge a more humane and just world.  

 

• Managers of communication and culture: They are able to integrate the knowledge gained 
and to organize the complexity of communication in pastoral action in a diocese or a 
religious institution by proposing effective methods (the diagnosis, planning, management 
and evaluation). 

 
 
COMPETENCES 
 

Together with the professional profiles of the  areas highlighted (formation, information, 
production and management) one can indicate four different types of competencies: 
 

• To design processes of training and teaching in the area of religious communication, based 
on a ‘rediscovery’ of the Christian message in current forms of communication and together 
with a critical understanding of the world of social communication. 

• To communicate clearly and effectively the Christian message and promote a true picture of 
the action of the church and of religious organizations by constructing networks of 
cooperation and mutual respect with professionals of social communication. 

• To direct and coordinate publishing initiatives that are attentive to human and religious 
values, using all forms of traditional and current communication.  

• To plan and manage initiatives to coordinate the activities of a diocese or a religious 
organization from the standpoint of communication. 
 

                                                 
1

 According to art. 50 §1 of the Apostolic Constitution Sapienza Cristiana: “… the Licence is an academic level that 
facilitates teaching in a Major seminary o in an equivalent school and is therefore required for the same aim.” 
 



CURRICULUM   STRUCTURE 
 

The two-year Master’s degree in the sciences of social communication with specialization in 
pastoral communication is open to students who have completed the Bachelor’s Degree in the 
same specialization. 
 

The organization of studies includes fundamental and optional courses, a seminar, workshops 
and hands-on training courses, and the possibility of doing internships in organizations, centres 
of production and dioceses in Italy and abroad. Particular importance is attached to the 
realization of the thesis (of about hundred pages) that can be written in the following languages: 
Italian, English, French, Spanish, Portuguese. Even in this case the rules in force for other 
curricula of the FSC are valid. Therefore, theses that consist of the creation of a multimedia 
product, with an accompanying text that presents and justifies the content and method used, are 
also accepted  (cf. Ordinances FSC art. 291 § 1.1). 

 

EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES ORGANISATION  

1. Basic educational activities (25 ECTS) 
 

CA0120  Philosophy of Communication (5 ECTS)  
CA0223  Communication and Education (5 ECTS)  
CA0321  Theories of Social Communication II (5 ECTS)  
CA1220  Media Economy (5 ECTS)  
CA1221  Information and Communication Rights (5 ECTS) 

 
2. Core educational activities (36 ECTS) 
 

TA2521  Theology and Communication II (5 ECTS)  
TA1721  Ethics and Deontology of Media (5 ECTS)  
CA1219  Public Speaking (5 ECTS)  
CA1025  Visual Arts and Religious Communication (4 ECTS)  
EB0520  Modern and Contemporary Literature (5 ECTS)  
TA2522  Pastoral Work and Communication (4 ECTS)  
CA1023  Religion and Media I (4 ECTS)  
CA1024  Religion and Media II (4 ECTS) 

 
3. Related educational activities (15 ECTS) 
 

CA0621 Publishing (5 ECTS)  
CA0520 Journalism II (5 ECTS)  
CA1216 Communication Planning and Management in Organizations (5 ECTS) 

 
4. Language: English (10 ECTS) 
 

CA0010 English I (5 ECTS) 
CA0011 English II (5 ECTS) 

 
5. Educational activities to be chosen by the student: for 10 ECTS 
 

The choice is among the following courses or among those offered by the Faculty, or among the 
courses organized by other faculties of the UPS: 

CA0422 Animation of Culture and Communication (3 ECTS) 
CA1022 Communication and Development (5 ECTS) 
CA1224 Communication and Politics (5 ECTS) 
CA1222 International Communication (5 ECTS) 



CA0910 Music and Communication (5 ECTS) 
CA1121 Theories of Performance (5 ECTS) 
CA0224 Public Opinion (3 ECTS) 
CA0310 Empirical Research Methodology and Elements of Statistics (5 ECTS) 
CA0421 Media Research Methodology (5 ECTS) 

 
6. Trainings, according to the choice of the student: for 10 ECTS 
 

CA0815 Theories and Techniques of Multimedia Communication: Radio (5 ECTS) 
CA0816 Theories and Techniques of Multimedia Communication: Tv (5 ECTS) 
CA0514 Theories and Techniques of the Language of Journalism II (5 ECTS) 
CA1218 Th. & T. of Planning and Project Management in Communication II (5 ECTS) 

 
7. Internship in a professional media organization (optional) 
 

CA1055   Internship or Work Experience in a Professional Media Organization 
Students who like it, can do this training with its accreditation of 8 ECTS into their 
academic curriculum, but these ECTS do not count for the completion of 120 ECTS 
required to obtain the Master’s degree.  

 

8. Educational activities related to the final exam (14 ECTS) 
 

CA0045 Second Cycle Seminar (3 ECTS) 
Final Exam: The Thesis (11 ECTS)  

 
 
 
C. Third Cycle  
 

Regarding the fulfilment of the Doctorate the new curriculum follows the practices of other 
curricula of the FSC, according to the details of Articles 191, 192 and 193 of the Statutes and 291, 
292 of the Ordinances of the FSC.  


